field work dated from this time, and he developed a keen interest in communities with life styles deviating from established norms.
After the outbreak of the Korean War he was drafted into the army and was assigned to a newly created terrain intelligence unit which was sent to Heidelberg in Germany in December 1952. His duties entailed extensive travel in Germany and when on leave he visited other parts of Europe. In fact love of travel remained with him throughout his life, and I remember he once told me how he longed to visit Albania (then under strict communist rule) so that he could complete a visit to every country of Europe. Joe took his 1953 discharge from the army in Germany and began a period of foreign travel starting in Spain where he spent four months and continued on to Paris, where for eight months he studied the French language and civilization at the Sorbonne. He then spent a month in Israel, with brief sojourns in many Islamic countries in North Africa and the Middle East, six months in many parts of India and other countries of South Asia, several months in Southeast Asia, and a month in Japan.
In September 1956 Schwartzberg started on a doctoral degree at the University of Wisconsin, by which time he had decided that he would like to specialize in the South Asian subcontinent. He was awarded two year-long fellowships from the Social Science Research Council which entailed fieldwork travelling thousands of miles by bicycle through villages. His dissertation, Occupational Structure and Level of Economic Development in India: A Regional Analysis, was completed in 1960. In that year he accepted a dual appointment at the University of Pennsylvania, joining the Wharton School's Department of Geography and Industry and the Department of South Asian Regional Studies, the first regionally specialized programme in the United States. In 1963 he returned to India as a Fellow of the American Institute of Indian Studies.
Schwartzberg was already a well-known geographer when in 1964 he applied to the University of Minnesota for a role in the production of the Historical Atlas of Southeast Asia. The memorandum he sent to Minnesota about what he thought such an atlas of South Asia should contain brought him an invitation to join their geography department and edit the work. He moved to Minneapolis at the end of 1964 and remained there for fifty-six years. The project took much longer than anticipated, requiring the procurement of numerous research grants and a multidisciplinary team of specialists at Minnesota and the American Geographical Society in New York. The university had received the magnificent Ames Library of South Asia shortly before, which established it as having one of the pre-eminent libraries for the study of South Asia in the Western world. Schwartzberg drew most of the maps for the atlas and was responsible for its development throughout its lengthy production period.
Publication of the atlas had led to his being invited to join the team planning the all-encompassing History of Cartography project to be published by the University of Chicago Press with headquarters at the University of Wisconsin Madison. Initially he was invited to write an article on the indigenous cartography of South Asia, but his wide-ranging research led to a great change in the way maps of societies beyond the scope of European cartography came to be viewed since they illustrated so much about the way these peoples perceived their world.
As the editors Brian Harley and David Woodward wrote in their 1992 Preface to The History of Cartography Volume 2, Book 1: Cartography in the Traditional Islamic and South Asian Societies, 'The more we looked, the more substantial we found them [non-Western mapping traditions]' (p. xx).
It had originally been planned that Volume 2 would include 'archaic' maps drawn before the fifteenth century, but once the search started it was soon realized that Asian cartography would require more extensive treatment. Instead of a single volume it had to be divided into two books, the first covering Cartography in the Traditional Islamic and South Asian Societies (1992) and including India, the second, Cartography in the Traditional East and Southeast Asian Societies (1994), for which Schwartzberg was Associate Editor, dealing with China, the other East Asian countries, and celestial mapping in the region as a whole. Indigenous cartography in India, however, had been so neglected by Western authors that Schwartzberg supplied all three chapters on the peninsula, while providing all the material in Book 2 on Greater Tibet, Mongolia and Southeast Asia (five chapters, based on his original research) in addition to contributing, with David Woodward and Cordell Yee, to the concluding remarks to the book.
The value of cosmographies in traditional societies as cartographic depictions was first seriously studied and illustrated by Schwartzberg, and his opinion probably influenced the thinking of the project's editors. David Woodward wrote in the Preface that cosmographies 'are the quintessential expression of the mapping impulses of these societies'. He continued: 'The treatment of cosmography in this book is central to our mission to move the history of cartography to accept maps of territories previously regarded as marginal to the accepted core or "scientific" cartography'. This modern view was particularly useful when Schwartzberg wrote of the cartographic corpus from Tibet and Mongolia, as well as other countries of Southeast Asia.
Joe was never one to talk about himself much, and certainly he never boasted of his achievements. I knew vaguely that he had always been interested in promoting peaceful resolutions to long-standing disagreements between nations and peoples, but only now have I come to know how famous he became for his promotion of world federalism. While at Paris in 1954 he had drawn up a rough draft for a World Constitution, many of whose ideas he incorporated in later articles. At Minnesota he taught thousands of students and (as he wrote later) attached 'great importance to wedding my concerns as a scholar to my sense of being a World Citizen. This has a significant impact on the way I teach all my courses, and it also reflects in certain of my publications'.
These publications, which were numerous, incorporated his knowledge of so many of the countries he had travelled and lived in. He wrote 'scores of book reviews, essays in political geography, editorials on contemporary issues and events, numerous articles on the Kashmir dispute, work on folk regions in South Asia, a short monograph relating to the history of explorations, various spin-offs from his work on the history of cartography, and major contributions to several encyclopaedias, including the lengthy article on the 'Physical and Human Geography [of India]' for the 15th edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica on whose advisory board he subsequently served'. This quotation is taken from a lengthy memoir he wrote shortly before he died when he realized that a more extensive account of his 'richly spent lifetime' would not materialize (http://www. aag.org/membership/tributes_memorials/sz/schwartz berg_joseph_e).
Following his retirement Joe continued to write extensively, and his book Transforming the United Nations System: Designs for a Workable World was published by the United Nations Press in 2013. In 2014 he established and largely funded The Workable World Trust, the principal purpose of which 'is to disseminate and promote the many global governance proposals' discussed in his book. Translations of this into Spanish, French, German, Chinese, Japanese, Russian and Arabic were quickly negotiated.
In his own description of his post in Minnesota, he wrote: 'Although I recognize the necessity for a diversity of approaches to our discipline, I believe that geographers should make greater efforts than they presently do to make themselves useful to society and to bring their unique perspective to bear in communicating with others in regard to important world, regional and local problems'. He urged his fellow geographers to extend their contacts not merely to scholars in other disciplines, but also to decision-makers in public affairs and business, as well as to the general public. Accordingly, he went on to point out, 'I have been trying since 1993 to promote a resolution of the Kashmir dispute, largely through the Kashmir Study Group, comprising a number of retired diplomats, three members of Congress, and some other senior academic specialists in South Asia'.
Joe worked tirelessly throughout his life, helping in the family clothing store in New York as a child, and working summers on a farm to help the war effort, and as late as March 2017 contributing an article to the email journal of International Relations on why the United Nations was not an 'irrelevant organization': 'Seismic shifts in the global geopolitical landscape and other existential issues make the UN more relevant today than ever before in the seven decades of its existence'. He died peacefully at home on 19 September 2018.
Susan Gole Reading, UK
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